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April 17, 2007 
 
 
 

To the families and friends of the victims of the deadly rampage at the 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University  

and the University community 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the KAUPA (Korean-American University Professors Association), I would 
like to express my deepest and sincerest condolences to the families and friends of the 
victims of the deadly rampage occurred at the Virginia Tech campus on April 16, 2007.  
It is such a shocking and horrific event that is traumatic to not only the people who are 
directly involved in the rampage, but all of us who are in higher education.   
 
We believe the university should be the institution for personal growth and social 
cohesion as well as for the discovery of knowledge.  For these purposes, the university 
campus should be the arena that everyone feels safe, free and nurturing.  The fact that the 
perpetrator was a Korean-American student gave particular sadness to us, because many 
of 2,000 Korean-American professors across American colleges and universities interact 
with about 250,000 Korean and Korean-American students quite frequently.  We pledge 
that from now on we will be more vigilant to the emotional as well as scholarly needs of 
those students.   
 
Our heart and prayer goes to the loved ones who are suffering from this unspeakable 
tragedy. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Sunwoong Kim 
President 


